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a leap in his stride during the preliminary canter
before the great race. The wind being foul for the
Canaries, he went on to the Cape Verde archipelago
and captured Santiago, which had been abandoned
in terror oh the approach of the English 'Dragon/
that sinister hero of Lope de Vega's epic onslaught
La Dragontea. As good luck would have it, Carleill
marched in on the anniversary of the Queen's acces-
sion, the 17th of November. So there was a royal
salute fired in Her Majesty's honor by land and sea.
No treasure was found. French privateers had
sacked the place three years before and had killed
off everyone they caught; the Portuguese, there-
fore, were not going to wait to meet the English
6 Dragon? too. The force that marched inland failed
to unearth the governor. So San Domingo, San-
tiago, and Porto Praya were all burnt to the ground
before the fleet bore away for the West Indies.

San Domingo in Hispaniola (Hayti) was made
in due course, but only after a virulent epidemic
had seriously thinned the ranks. San Domingo
was the oldest town in New Spain and was strongly
garrisoned and fortified. But Carleill's soldiers
carried all before them. Drake battered down the
seaward walls. The Spaniards abandoned the
citadel at night, and the English took the whole